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1. This Act m ay be cited as the C rim inal Procedure and Evidence 
(Am endm ent) Act, 1975.

2. T he C rim inal P rocedure and  Evidence Act is am ended by 
substitu ting for section 239 thereof the new section following

239. (1) I f  any person arraigned  before any court 
upon any charge has pleaded guilty to th a t charge 
or has pleaded guilty to having com m itted any 
offence o ther th an  the offence w ith which he is 
charged bu t o f w hich he m ight be found guilty on the 
ind ictm ent or sum m ons and  the prosecution has 
accepted th a t plea, the court m ay in its discretion 
convict and sentence him  w ithout hearing any 
ev idence:

“ Conviction 
of accused on 
plea of guilty 
or evidence of 
confession
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Provided tha t if the court is a subordinate court, 
it shall, before convicting and sentencing the accused, 
com ply with such directions as the C hief Justice m ay 
from time to tim e issue for the guidance of sub­
o rd inate  courts generally, or of subordinate courts 
of any particu la r class, w ith regard  to the taking of 
pleas o f guilty.

(2) Any court w hich is trying any person a r­
raigned before it m ay convict him  of any offence 
alleged against him  in the ind ictm ent or charge by 
reason of any confession of th a t offence proved to 
have been m ade by him , although the confession is 
not confirm ed by any o ther evidence, provided that 
the offence has, by com petent evidence other than 
such confession, been proved to have been com ­
m itted .” .

Passed by the N ational Assembly this 27th day of M arch, 1975.

I . P .  G o n t s e ,

Clerk o f the National Assembly.


